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citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Novelty (N) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 1-9 



Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1-9 

None of the documents cited in the international 
search report discloses or suggests a highly pure hafnium 
material with a purity of 4N-6N excluding gas components 
such as carbon, oxygen and nitrogen and a target or thin 
film comprising said material, wherein the zirconium 
content is 1-1000 wtppm or discloses the feature wherein 
said highly pure hafnium material is manufacturing using 
a method wherein an aqueous solution of chloride of 
hafnium is produced, the zirconium is removed therefrom 
using a solvent extract, thereafter hafnium oxide is 
produced using a neutralisation process, this is further 
chlorinated to give hafnium chloride, and the hafnium 
chloride is thereafter reduced to give a hafnium sponge. 
Moreover, these claims would not be obvious to a person 
skilled in the art. 



FormPCT/IPEA/409(BoxNo. V) (January 2004) 



